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Gulls hold off Team China in exhibition

NEWPORT, R.I. — Jared Prince, normally an outfielder, pitched two scoreless innings of relief to lead Newport to a 4-2 victory over
the Chinese National team in an exhibition game Sunday.

The game was the last of six exhibition games the Chinese team played against New England Collegiate Baseball League competition.
The team will serve as the host squad this summer at the Beijing Olympics.

In his two innings of work, Prince struck out three batters. Reliever Chase Reid struck out the side in the top of the ninth to preserve
the victory and earn the save.

A two-run fourth inning keyed the win for Newport. Mike Melillo scored on a single by Mike Tamsin, and then Kyle Socorro brought
in Kyle Conley with an RBI single. Melillo later drove in Kyle Rhoad — who scored twice for Newport — with a sacrifice fly.

China scored its first run in the top of the third inning on a sacrifice fly by Wang Chao that drove in Sun Lingfeng. Li Lei scored the
team’s other run on a double-play grounder in the top of the seventh.

Newport returns to NECBL action tomorrow when it hosts Pittsfield (6:35 p.m.).
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